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Increase 



Uv Katherine Johnson '-^iV-hV 

Washington— U. S. Defense SccrehJty 
I Iioiims S. Gates, Jr., indicated last 
uck tlut the Administration may soon 
ask Congress for funds to increase Fis- 
cal l l )Ol procurement of the Air Force-: 
Com <ur Atlas ICBM and tlx: Navy- 
t.uiklucd I’olaris fleet ballistic missile 
testifying before a joint session Of 
flic Si note’s Preparedness Investigating 
Subiouiinittcc and Space Committee, 
G;ik> said the Defense Department is 
‘t mitunplat mg" augmentations of the 
tu c • \ t , o^iiims. He said USAF and Navy 
have submitted to him projxisals out-' 
ti.niiig various methods of accelerating 
tic.- iv 'grains. Cates’ testimony con- 
, ■ r , i u'd c.ulici reports that the Adminis- 
■ tuition is thinking of increasing its re- 
quest for Fiscal 1961 defense spending • 
\\V Mar. 1 i, p. 2s). 

I ’k Administration > 1 iseal 1961 

budget now under consideration l>v the 
1 loirn and Senate Appropriation's Com 
miTtecs pros ides fm 1 3 squadrons ut 
10 Atlas missiles each and for three 
Polaris-equipped nuclear submarines 
•last sear. Congress voted funds to 
purchase 1 . Atlas squadious, but De- 
fense Department is Inning only 13. 
Atlas squadrons. Navy asked foi nine 1 
Polaris submarines in the Fiscal 1961 ; 
program and got three. • • 

Gates said he was considering placing 
more Atlases at sites already authorized 
Anv additional Atlases ordered prob-i 
.ibis would he the long range version j 
iser p • 

• Gates observed that, m connection 
with the Atlas and Polaris programs. 
Defefise Department also is reviewing 
related programs s'ticli as 1 itan and; 
solid-propellant Minutcman ICBM 
pnqeets. 

Air Force has reported that Atlases 
ordered now or in the neat future could 
itart closing the missile gap at the end 
of l l) f>2, as against, carle 1963 when 
Mmutrinan ICBMs may stmt coming 
into the inventory in mnnlscrs. 

Cates also testified that a decision 
will be made within sis months as to, 
o.-l >et bet to move into pioduetion of 
tin top-priority Midas missile warning 
satellite and development of the sup-. 
' unit aspects of Hie svstom. 

Senate mmmittce questioning was 
■uiiu.niK aimed at darifwng Cates' 
•ontro' ersi.il interpretation of intelli- 
gciia estimates to support Ins eoncljt- 
svm Out the anticipated missile gap will 
' , Mihstrmt i.dlv less th in the three-to- 
, ne l.itio estimated previouslv by former 
.■ ...«a ..rump NVil McElros 




.sth* fgnuary 

Approppaftons committee: wreuuy 
Mcelroy \tii operating on the hasis of 
csjxit>lLity figures that produced, on af 
theoretical capability basis, something 
that wjui ltke three “to ! one. Ehis new 
intelligence estimate has narrowed the 


„ deck’s testimony, Gates 
thatMcElrov had ever made 
■to-Ofte superiority estimate. 
fj that a ‘‘research group” ap- 
pointed In the Department of Defense 
had been unable to ascertain that 
McElrOv had made the estimate. 

Sen. E. L. Bartlett (D.-Alaska) sug- 
gested that’ instead pf establishing a 
committee to' determine ‘whether Mc- 
b'.lrov said what he-is said to have said, 
Defense department should have 
‘‘picked up the telephone and asked 
Mr. McEFov.” • 

Sen. Stuart Svmington (D.-Mo.) told 
Cates that the closed-door testimony of 
Allen W. Dulles, director of Central 
Intelligence Agency, is a *‘dir<*t::Con- 
tradiction” to the testimony.^ ,,C^?ks, 
.nd that the mi.ssHcjj|j } l wifl M gtelter 


W, 'raflicit than »' 
ii iht.-i y ■ 

;i«te his hmhericai , 
ttisiile sfipeWority, ’ 
ji ? F*terrfbly ,mi sleact- f . 
Slid specific Jtum- 
' not tkkc into 
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a ratio without causing more eonfu- 

rioni’' ho said. ’ ? 

Committee Counsel F.dwfn L. Weisl 
pointed out that the Defense Depart 
ment has consistently underestimated 
-its* owh missile reqUireiTientS y 

margins and suggested that “you could,., 
be Just as «Wng : m undefestilri^ihg^ 
tho Russian Capability.” Hie budget 
amounts requested by Defense for mi$- 
siles, as compared with the . amounts 
which were ultimately programed, for' 
the past five fiscal years Were given by 
. Weisl as- $159 million requested in 
the 1956 budget, and $526 million ulti- 
ma telv programed: $859 million re- 
quested in the 1957 budget,; and $1-4 
billion programed; $19 billion re- 
quested in the 1958 budget, and $2.1 
b'llion programed; $2.4 billioo requested 
in the 1959 budget, and $2.9 billion 
piogramcd; $2.5 billion requested in 
the 1960 budget, and $3.3 billion pro- 
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